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Recording Notice

This meeting will be recorded and transcribed to document the “Engaging 
Minnesota to Help Property Taxpayers” engagement sessions. 

By attending or participating in this meeting, you consent to its recording 
and transcription.
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Tennessen Warning Notice

The Minnesota Department of Revenue is recording this meeting, which may include your image and 
voice. Revenue will store the recording and its transcription so the public can watch it later. 

Photographic, video, or audio recordings of you made in an area or during a public event are considered 
public data. These recordings will be posted on Revenue’s website at 
www.revenue.state.mn.us/engaging-MN-help-property-taxpayers. 

You may refuse to give your information, such as your image and voice, by not attending and not 
participating. If you choose not to participate, you will have to wait for the recording to be posted on our 
website if you wish to watch it.

If you attend virtually, you may refuse to provide your image by attending the meeting with your camera 
off and removing your profile picture. You may also refuse to provide your voice by not speaking or 
submitting questions through chat.
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Turning Transcriptions On and Off

• Select More icon (…) in your 
meeting controls.

• Hover over Record and transcribe.

• Select Show transcription or hide 
transcription.

Working together to fund the future for all of Minnesota | revenue.state.mn.us 4



Welcome to Engaging Minnesota to Help Property Taxpayers

Paul Marquart | Commissioner
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Agenda

• Welcome

• Poll launch

• Recap Previous Meetings

• Guest speakers reflecting on accountability

• Feedback session

• Next meeting

• Closing 
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Questions We Will Explore

• What information would help property owners clearly 
see how levies are set and how tax dollars are used?

• What resources would help people understand why 
their property taxes change each year?
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Poll is Available!

• Our poll will be available until 
October 15

• It is quick and anonymous

• Agree or disagree: “I know how to 
find help when I need it.” 

• Take a few minutes to complete our 
poll. 
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Previous Meetings Recap
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Refocusing on the Property Taxpayer

How can the state and local government, and the property tax system benefit 
property taxpayers?

• Most efforts look at administrative and government perspectives.

• This series of engagement looks from the taxpayer’s perspective.
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Goals of these Sessions

Revenue wants ideas and recommendations to improve the property 
tax system. We strive for a system that is:

• Easy to understand
• Simple to use
• Responsive to taxpayer needs 
• Simpler and less costly
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Structure of Meetings

Recommendations should:

• Be low to no-cost to 
implement

• Not shift property taxes 
from one group of 
taxpayers to another

• Prioritize beneficial impacts 
to the property taxpayer 
above all else

Working together to fund the future for all of Minnesota | revenue.state.mn.us 12

Goals for the Property Taxpayer

Easier to 
Understand

More 
Accessible

More 
Accountable

Simpler and 
Less Costly

State

Local 
Governments

Property Tax 
Process



Recap: Valuation Notice, Proposed Taxes, Tax Statements

Minnesota law requires and standardizes three property tax documents:

• Valuation Notices

• Proposed Property Tax Notices (Truth in Taxation)

• Property Tax Statements 

Revenue provides instructions, templates, and guidance.
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Recap: Reflections and Considerations

• These notices and statements have a lot of information.

• They do not answer:

• What are the strategic goals around the local government’s budget?

• How were my local government’s budget decisions made?

• How else does my local government get funds?

• How does my local government’s overall budget decisions help explain why my 
property tax amount changes?
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Recap: Meeting Resources

Visit Engaging Minnesota to Help Property Taxpayers or go to revenue.state.mn.us 
and enter Engaging Minnesota into the Search box to see:

• Agendas

• Slides

• Minutes

• Recordings
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Reflections from guest speakers

• Matt Hilgart, Association of Minnesota Counties

• Nathan Jesson, Minnesota Inter-County Association

• Beth Johnston, League of Minnesota Cities

• Mark Haveman, Center for Fiscal Excellence 
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Real life engagement examples





     



      



Hubbard 
County Tax 
Mailer (4 
pages each 
year)



Showing what 
critical services 
are funded with 
(revenue) and 
what is left to 
taxpayers. 

Note: social services and 
public safety spending. 



Opportunity to 
inform public 
of challenges 
AND progress



Drivers outside 
control

Counties left with very minimal options to 
cut/change. 

CRT2030 - District Court > 1006

Account Sum of 2023 Adopted Budget Sum of 2025 Adopted Budget Sum of 2025 YTD Actual
53061 - NON BOARD PER DIEM -$                                                                 -$                                                                 -$                                                  
53009 - INTERPRETERS -$                                                                 -$                                                                 159.90$                                          
53019 - GENERAL SUPPORT 4,439.00$                                                    4,439.00$                                                    13,687.50$                                  
57369 - ATTRY GUARD & CONSV. 152,189.00$                                              165,780.00$                                              417,534.26$                               
57370 - ATTRY COMMITMENT 122,333.00$                                              122,333.00$                                              134,471.20$                               
57371 - ATTRY HOUSING -$                                                                 -$                                                                 -$                                                  
57372 - ATTRY CHILD PROTECTION 138,959.00$                                              151,368.00$                                              415,344.73$                               
57373 - ATTRY CHILD SUPPORT CONTEMPT -$                                                                 -$                                                                 -$                                                  
58107 - CO ATRY SOC SERV (49,877.00)$                                               (53,119.00)$                                               -$                                                  
53019 - GENERAL SUPPORT -$                                                                 -$                                                                 -$                                                  
57368 - ATTRY PATERNITY 58,615.00$                                                 58,615.00$                                                 107,013.06$                               
57369 - ATTRY GUARD & CONSV. -$                                                                 -$                                                                 -$                                                  
57372 - ATTRY CHILD PROTECTION -$                                                                 -$                                                                 -$                                                  
57373 - ATTRY CHILD SUPPORT CONTEMPT 42,903.00$                                                 42,903.00$                                                 39,523.05$                                  
53900 - INTEREST/LATE CHARGE -$                                                                 -$                                                                 1,088.08$                                     
57011 - DIRECT PROGRAM -$                                                                 -$                                                                 12,038.27$                                  
57011 - DIRECT PROGRAM -$                                                                 -$                                                                 112.00$                                          

469,561.00$                                             492,319.00$                                             1,140,972.05$                          





Cass Example Continued:
Two paths/directions

• Budget input 

• What do you want the county 
commissioners to hear?

• What questions do you have 
about budget decisions?

• Learn more about county options. 
Chat with citizen committee. 

• Valuation dispute/questions 

• Do you disagree with your value 
or have questions?

• Meet with an assessor live!



Engaging with other intergovernmental partners



 



Anoka County-Cost, FTE, and Strategic Plans 
by spending area



Example of cost shift table from Washington 
County



Example of Mandated Services breakdown 
from Crow Wing





Cities in 
Minnesota  

Population 
Range Cities

Share of 
Population 

Under 500 356 1.484766
501-2500 262 6.022929
2,501-10,000 135 13.65161
10,001-50,000 85 37.49699
50,001-100,000 16 23.53322
Over 100,000 3 17.81049



Information Sharing



Gathering feedback

• Online forms for comments before the 
preliminary levy is set

• Community outreach at farmers 
markets and festivals to gather input 
from residents on top budget priorities



Property Tax Timeline
Date Activity
Jan. 2 Assessment date for both real and personal property.
Jan. 15 Last day for owners to apply for class 1c or 4c(5) resort classification.
Feb. 1 Last day to file for tax-exempt status with the assessor.

31-MarLast day for county treasurers to mail Property Tax Statements to property owners.
March - April Valuation Notices are mailed to property owners.
April - May Local Boards of Appeal and Equalization convene.

30-AprLast day to file Tax Court petition for dispute over value that affects the taxes payable in the 
current year.

15-MayFirst-half real property taxes due (except for class 1c or 4c seasonal commercial and some 
class 3a commercial property which have until May 31).

June County Boards of Appeal and Equalization convene.
Aug. 15 Property Tax Refund Returns (Form M1PR) due
Oct. 15 Last day to pay second half of real estate taxes unless part of the parcel is classified 2a 

agricultural land.
Nov. 1 Last day for senior citizens to file for property tax deferral (for the next year's tax).
Nov. 10-25 Truth-in-Taxation notices sent to all property owners.
Nov. 25 Truth-in-Taxation meetings may occur on or after this date.

http://extprod13.mnrevdmz.mdor.state.mn.us/individuals/prop_tax_refund


Public Engagement: Property Taxes vs Income Taxes

Public 
Engagement

Receive advance notice of your 
tax Contact government before final Public meeting specifically 

devoted to the tax?

Property taxes — 
valuation

Yes. Valuation/classification 
notice is provided before the 

valuation is final.

Yes. Taxpayer can contact the 
assessor and attempt to resolve 

valuation/classification questions. 

Yes. Local and county Boards of 
Appeal and Equalization provide 

formal opportunities to 
challenge assessments.

Property taxes — 
levy

Yes. Parcel-specific proposed-
tax notice shows current vs. 
proposed taxes for the major 

taxing jurisdictions. 

Yes. The TNT notice provides 
contact information and 

information about the public 
meeting. 

Yes. Counties must hold a 
Truth-in-Taxation meeting and 

allow the public to speak at that 
meeting, as well as other 

budget/levy meetings. 

Individual income 
tax

No. There is no annual notice 
telling an individual taxpayer 

what their proposed income-tax 
liability will be before the tax year 

ends.

No, only after paying. Closest thing 
is likely Volunteer Income Tax 

Assistance, which is not an official 
government function 

No. There is no comparable 
public meeting for individual 
income taxes or for the state 

portion of the state general levy. 



City Takeaways

CITIES COME IN ALL SHAPES AND 
SIZES AND THEIR SERVICES AND 

NEEDS ARE DIFFERENT

COST AND STAFFING TO PROVIDE 
MATERIALS 

TIMELINE – INHERENTLY COMPLEX



County Takeaways:
• Customization is important.

• Counties do best by meeting the needs, interests, and engagement preferences of their communities.

• This work is already happening. 
• Counties are engaging with taxpayers in their community. Generally local officials have a better read on how to 

engage with the public than mandated requirements from the state, which we’re seeing play out this year. 

• Our system complexity does cause confusion, frustration, and a lack of awareness for 
input.

• More education at a higher level could be used to educate public on system. More local engagement to 
encourage participation prior to fall budget/levy season?

• The Legislature is a partner in this.  
• Are local impact notes relevant and taken seriously enough?  Are there other mechanisms available to protect 

taxpayers from laws that may have consequences?

• High levies drive more public engagement than new steps in process



Making the Property Tax System More Accountable
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Goals Defined: More Accountable

Reinforcing the ways in which property taxpayers provide input on:
• Property tax levy decisions
• Budget decisions
• Property tax processes

• Examples: Revenue’s Appealing Property Value And Classification 
Information, citizen advisory boards 
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Ideas You Shared With Us

• Allow people to vote on mandates, having a voice

• Transparency on how tax funds are being used

• Transparency on reasons for increases

• Follow notification deadlines to allow for challenges to valuation

• Caps on debt levels at the county, local government, and school district levels

Note: This is feedback we received. It does not reflect a position by Revenue.  
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What information would help property 
owners clearly see how levies are set and 

how tax dollars are used?
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What resources would help people understand 
why their property taxes change each year?
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Next Meeting
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Making the Property Tax System Simpler and Less Costly

Date: Thursday, October 15

Time: 1 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.

In person: Room 2040, Stassen Building, 600 N. Robert St., St. Paul, MN 55101

Virtually: Link provided when you register

Questions: Email public.engagement.mdor@state.mn.us

For meeting and registration information, visit Engaging Minnesota to Help 
Property Taxpayers or go to revenue.state.mn.us and enter Engaging Minnesota 
into the Search box.

mailto:public.engagement.mdor@state.mn.us
https://www.revenue.state.mn.us/engaging-MN-help-property-taxpayers
https://www.revenue.state.mn.us/engaging-MN-help-property-taxpayers


Thank you!
Commissioner Paul Marquart
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